Kochi’s Successful Decentralized Composting 2011
The key requirement of the Municipal Solid Waste Rules 2000 is that Municipalities shall “minimize burden on landfill”, for biodegradable wastes by “composting, vermicomposting, anaerobic digestion or …stabilization of wastes” and recycling of recoverable resources.

This is very important not merely for complying with the MSW Rules 2000 but also, increasingly,  to solve the problem of inadequate space, poor or no centralized waste management and local resistance to pollution by nearby urban waste.

Kochi has made an excellent beginning. Its 200 tons of waste used to go to the non-functioning central compost plant, now a huge open dump polluting nearby streams. Today, 15% of this or or 30 tons a day from 30,000 families is now managed within the city and does not reach the dump at all. Beginning in 2007, this is being sustainably done in 70% of Kochi’s high-rise apartments with the active support of the Kochi branch of CREDAI, the Confederation of  Real Estate Developers’ Associations of India. Representing 5000 developers through 20 countrywide member associations, the potential for decentralized waste management is enormous if Kochi’s example is followed by all.
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